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IOWA DOT NATIVE SEEDING IN A 
NUTSHELL

Native Seed Purchase TypesIA

DOT Standard Native Mix

Custom Native Mixes

Project Types

▪ Erosion Control Insert Plans

▪ Final Erosion Control Plans

▪ Revegetation Plans



IA DOT 
STANDARD
NATIVE MIX



CUSTOM 
NATIVE 
SEED 
MIX



Year Spend Projects Pounds of Seed Grass/Sedge Forbs Winning Bidders

2023 2 2132 30 68

2022 $97,514.00 2 6472 31 50 2

2021 $536,207.00 9 13968 11 45 2

2020 $93,191.00 5 3669 23 71 4

2019 $1,346,963.00 9 37418 31 76 3

2018 n/a 3 37295 8 41 n/a

2017 $699,279.00 6 13455 71 6

2016* $1,509,166.00 10 n/a 106 6

2015 $284,467.00 8 n/a n/a n/a n/a

*$71,711 was purchased for the IA DNR

RECENT SPENDING HISTORY



• Shift away from large corridor projects

• Construction delays

• Budgets

• Establishment issues

• Weed control

We are possibly looking at doing a 
statewide survey of the IA DOT right-
of-way to:

• Identify which areas have actual 
established native stands that 
need to be actively managed.

• Identify native species that have 
done well and species that have 
not.

Possible Future Issues?
Solutions?



QUESTIONS?


