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Clay Prairie State Preserve

Clay Prairie is a 3-acre preserve containing a small, unplowed portion 
of the historic Butler Center Cemetery. It is located fifteen miles north of 
Parkersburg in central Butler County. In 1961, Joseph B. Clay gave the 
prairie to the University of Northern Iowa Foundation to be used for 
research and public education. The prairie is now one of the University of 
Northern Iowa’s biological preserves and was officially dedicated in 1976 as 
a biological state preserve.

The gently sloping terrain of the preserve is typical of that found in the 
Iowan Surface landform region. Ninety-eight plant species can be found 
here, with spring flora displays starting with thousands of shooting stars. 
Junegrass and porcupine grass, early prairie grasses, can be found among 
prairie smoke and heart-leaved golden alexanders. As summer approaches, 
the flowering of New Jersey tea, Indian paintbrush, gray-headed 
coneflower, and rattlesnake master begins. In fall, the blooms of Canada 
goldenrod, asters, and downy gentian are mixed with big bluestem, little 
bluestem, Indian grass, and prairie cordgrass.

Hunting is not permitted.
Natural areas in the vicinity include Cedar Hills Sand Prairie State 

Preserve and Hartman Bluff State Preserve.
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directions
From Waverly, take Highway 
3 west 17 miles to the town 
of Allison. From Allison, take 
Highway 14 south 3 miles and 
turn  
east (left) onto County Road 
C45 (240th Avenue). Travel 
1 mile to the preserve on the 
south side of the road, just east 
of the Butler Center Cemetery 
(sign: Clay Prairie).
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